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AN  APPEAL,  &c. 


It  appears  from  the  last  Report  of  the  Registrar- General, 
that  out  of  nearly  50,000  persons  who  died  in  the  Metropolis 
in  the  year  1846,  more  than  15,000  had  not  attained  the  age 
of  two,  and  more  than  21,000  had  not  attained  the  age  of  ten 
years.  An  equally  striking  illustration  of  the  high  rate  of 
mortality  in  early  life  is  furnished  by  the  statement  of  the 
same  authority,  that  of  100  persons  born  in  London,  24  die 
during  the  first  two  years  of  life,  and  nearly  11  more  during 
the  eight  succeeding  years  ;  so  that  35  per  cent.,  or  more  than 
a  third  of  the  whole  population  of  this  city  are  cut  off  during 
infancy  and  childhood. 

It  is  no  longer  necessary  to  urge  the  importance  of  such 
facts  as  these  upon  the  attention  of  the  public,  for  the  evils, 
of  which  they  are  the  expression,  have  now  for  some  time 
engaged  alike  the  cares  of  government,  the  investigations  of 
science,  and  the  efforts  of  philanthropy.  Their  combined 
endeavours  have  already  effected  an  amount  of  good  which  it 
would  be  impossible  to  estimate  with  accuracy,  though  an 
increase  of  nearly  seven  years  in  the  average  duration  of  life 
in  the  present,  as  compared  with  the  past  century,  may  be 
appealed  to  as  some  proof  of  its  reality.  This  result,  however, 
will  appear  as  little  else  than  an  earnest  of  what  may  be  hoped 
for  from  more  continued  and  better  directed  exertion,  if  we 
bear  in  mind  that  it  is  chiefly  during  the  period  of  manhood, 
or  else  in  the  first  year  of  infancy,  that  this  diminution  in  the 
rate  of  mortality  has  been  effected,  and  that  the  proportion  of- 
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deaths  in  childhood  is  but  little  less  than  it  was  fifty  years 
ago.  The  London  hills  of  mortality  for  the  last  half  of  the 
eighteenth  century  shew  that  46.1  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  were 
of  children  under  ten,  and  32.6  per  cent.,  of  children  under 
two  years  of  age;  while  the  returns  of  the  Registrar- General 
for  the  seven  years  1838-1844,  prove  the  mortality  in  this 
metropolis  under  ten  years  of  age  to  amount  still  to  44.2  per 
cent. ;  and  under  two  to  30.1  per  cent,  of  the  mortality  at 
all  ages. 

A  diminution  of  only  2  per  cent,  in  the  mortality  of  early 
life,  during  a  period  of  fifty  years,  remarkable  not  only  for 
the  general  advancement  of  science  and  art,  but  also  for  the 
increase  of  medical  knowledge  and  the  discovery  of  vaccination, 
must  be  looked  on  by  all  rather  as  a  summons  to  greater  effort, 
than  as  affording  ground  for  self-gratulation  at  what  has 
already  been  accomplished.  The  object  of  this  Appeal  is  to 
point  out  one  direction,  in  which  these  efforts  are  most  loudly 
called  for,  and  to  urge  on  the  benevolent  the  importance  of 
endeavouring  to  supply,  in  some  measure  at  least,  in  this 
City,  the  extremely  deficient  amount  of  medical  provision 
for  the  diseases  of  Children. 

There  exists  in  London  only  one  Dispensary  for  the  special 
treatment  of  the  diseases  of  children ;  and  neither  in  this 
city  nor  throughout  the  whole  British  Empire  is  there  any 
hospital  exclusively  devoted  to  their  reception.  At  the  same 
time,  the  number  of  children  received  into  the  general  hos¬ 
pitals  is  so  small,  that  on  an  enumeration  of  the  population 
of  those  institutions,  made  in  January,  1843,  by  a  Committee 
of  the  Statistical  Society,  they  were  found  to  contain  only 
136  Children  under  10  years  of  age.  Of  this  small  number, 
too,  41  had  been  admitted  in  consequence  of  accidental  injury, 
69  for  the  surgical  treatment  of  some  local  ailment,  and  only 
26,  or  less  than  1  per  cent.,  for  the  cure  of  any  internal 
disease.  It  may  be  added,  for  the  sake  of  comparison,  that 


while  23  of  the  last  mentioned  26,  were  Children  between  the 
ages  of  3  and  10  years,  the  total  mortality  between  these 
ages,  in  1842,  amounted  in  the  metropolis  to  33.748. 

This  want,  to  which  it  is  now  sought  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  public,  is  one  that  has  been  felt  and-  supplied  in 
many  other  countries  and  cities  of  Europe.  Not  only  do 
dispensaries  for  sick  children  exist  in  a  great  number,  even  of 
the  smaller  towns  on  the  continent,  but  there  are  also  hos¬ 
pitals  set  apart  for  their  exclusive  reception  in  Paris,  Erankfort, 
Munich,  Hamburgh,  Berlin,  St.  Petersburgh,  Moscow,  Vienna, 
Prague,  Pesth,  Turin,  Copenhagen,  Stuttgard,  Gratz,  Briinn, 
Lemberg,  and  even  in  Constantinople. 

In  order  to  avoid  misconception,  it  may  perhaps  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  state,  that  all  the  above-mentioned  institutions  are 
perfectly  distinct  from  Foundling  hospitals,  and  that  their  sole 
object  is  the  cure  of  sick  children,  with  the  exception  of  the 
hospital  at  Constantinople,  a  part  of  which  is  appropriated  to 
the  reception  of  Orphans.  Moreover,  not  one  of  these  insti¬ 
tutions  has  been  found  to  fail  of  the  benevolent  object  for 
which  it  was  established  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  have  flour¬ 
ished,  and  are  flourishing,  and  some  have  been  the  first-fruits 
of  voluntary  effort  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  cities 
where  formerly  nothing  had  been  attempted,  except  by  the 
order  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Gfovernment. 

To  follow,  then,  where  they  cannot  lead,  and  to  emulate  the 
noble  example  of  the  people  of  other  lands  in  this  most 
excellent  work  of  charity,  a  Provisional  Committee  has  been 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  in  London  a  Hospital  to 
contain  100  beds  for  sick  children ,  between  the  ages  of  two  and 
twelve  years;  and  towards  this  object  they  now  appeal  to 
a  benevolent  public  for  assistance. 

It  woidd  be  idle  to  offer  at  present  any  detailed  account 
of  the  arrangements  which  it  is  proposed  to  adopt,  but  the 
Committee  beg  to  state,  that  they  have  submitted  them  to 
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several  of  tlie  most  eminent  members  of  tbe  medical  pro¬ 
fession,  and  have  received  from  all  of  them  assurances  of  their 
warm  approval,  and  from  many  promises  of  their  hearty 
co-operation. #  In  explanation  of  their  views,  however,  they 
deem  it  their  duty  to  state,  that  there  are  some  conditions  so 
essential  to  the  utility  of  a  Children’s  Hospital,  that  they 
should  not  feel  themselves  justified  in  endeavouring  to 
establish  one,  which  did  not  combine — 

1st. — A  situation  sufficiently  remote  from  the  crowded 
parts  of  the  Metropolis,  to  insure  to  the  inmates  of  the 
building  the  advantages  of  pure  air  and  good  ventilation. 

2nd. — A  site  sufficiently  spacious  to  allow  of  the  formation 
of  a  garden,  or  play-ground,  for  the  exercise  and  amusement 
of  those  children  who  are  convalescent. 

3rd. — A  building  so  arranged  as  to  provide  for  the  com¬ 
plete  separation  from  the  rest  of  any  children  suffering  from 
contagious  fevers ;  and  to  contain  distinct  wards  for  con¬ 
valescent  children,  in  order  that  the  quiet  necessary  for  those 
who  are  seriously  ill  may  be  undisturbed. 

The  fulfilment  of  these  conditions  has  been  ascertained 
by  experience  to  guard  effectually  against  any  excessive 
mortality  among  the  inmates  of  children’s  hospitals  ;  and  thus 
to  obviate  the  force  of  the  only  solid  argument  that  has  ever 
been  urged  against  such  institutions.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
satisfactory  to  know  that  any  additional  outlay,  which  these 
precautions  may  render  necessary  at  the  outset  of  the  under¬ 
taking,  will  be  compensated  for  by  the  smaller  subsequent 
expense  of  a  Children’s  Hospital,  which  amounts  to  only 
about  two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  working  a  hospital  of  equal 
size  for  adults. 

*  Several  Letters  from  whom  are  appended  to  this  Address. 
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It  may,  however,  be  alleged  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  remove 
the  sick  child  from  its  home,  and  from  a  mother’s  solicitude; 
to  surround  it  with  unfamiliar  faces,  and  to  transfer  it  to  the 
care  of  a  stranger.  This  objection  will  be  raised  by  none  but 
those  to  whom  the  habitations  of  the  poor  are  unknown,  and 
who  picture  to  themselves  a  scene  more  homely,  indeed,  but 
little  less  comfortable  than  is  presented  by  their  own  dwellings. 
Yery  young  infants  cannot  be  separated  from  their  mother, 
and  must,  therefore,  be  treated  as  Out-Patients  ;  but  none 
who  have  breathed  the  atmosphere  of  the  room  where  the 
mother,  sunk  in  squalid  poverty,  has  to  manage  the  affairs  of 
her  little  household,  to  attend  to  several  young  children, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  watch  the  little  one  whom  disease 
has  stricken,  will  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  to  remove  the 
sufferer  to  the  quiet,  well-warmed,  well-ventilated  ward  of 
a  Children’s  Hospital,  where  it  will  be  supplied  with  proper 
food  and  proper  medicine,  and  tended  with  all  the  care  that 
charity,  waiting  there  as  the  handmaid  of  religion,  can  bestow ; 
would  be  a  transition  as  salutary  for  its  physical  well-being, 
as  is  the  change  from  the  street  or  the  alley,  to  the  well- 
ordered  school-room  for  its  moral  welfare. 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  number  of  children  received 
into  our  hospitals  is  extremely  small ;  this  evil  could  not  be 
remedied  by  their  more  frequent  admission  ;  for  the  diet,  the 
treatment,  the  nursing,  and  the  hours  to  be  observed,  are  all 
different  from  those  suited  to  a  hospital  for  adults.  Neither, 
indeed,  would  it  be  removed  by  opening  children’s  wards 
in  those  hospitals,  unless  they  combined  all  those  conditions 
which  have  just  been  mentioned  as  essential  to  the  success 
of  a  hospital  for  children.  But  while  it  is  for  the  physical 
benefit  of  children  that  the  Committee  urge  the  establishment 
of  such  an  institution,  they  believe  that  their  moral  improve¬ 
ment  will  be  also  much  promoted  by  it ;  nor  can  it  be  doubted 
by  any  when  they  read  that  the  children  who  have  been  dis* 
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charged  cured  from  the  Hospital  at  Frankfort  hang  about  its 
gates  to  see  those  who  tended  them  wdien  sick,  and  beg  as  a 
special  favour  to  be  allowed  to  come  into  its  garden  again  to 
play,  but  that  a  Children’s  Hospital  has  been  there,  as  it 
might  be  here,  a  means  of  moral  as  well  as  of  physical  good, 
and  another  link  in  the  golden  chain  of  benevolence  and 
gratitude  which  should  bind  together  all  classes  of  society. 

It  is  true  that  the  plan  proposed  is  but  a  limited  one, 
though  even  this  will  provide  for  the  reception  of  nearly 
800  children  annually  ;  and  in  addition  to  the  good  which  itself 
it  may  effect,  it  may  stimulate  other  persons  to  do  good  on 
a  larger  scale.  Besides  the  patients  who  will  directly  benefit 
by  the  Hospital,  it  will  serve  as  a  school  for  the  training  of 
nurses  ;  and,  what  is  still  more  important,  for  the  instruction 
of  young  medical  men  in  a  department  of  which  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  the  knowledge  at  present  possessed  in  this  country 
is  most  scanty.  Thus  this,  like  other  forms  of  charity, 
will  be  found  “  twice  blessed ;  ”  and  while  contributing  to  the 
help  of  the  poor,  the  rich  may  feel  assured  of  reaping  from 
the  seed  thus  sown  a  most  abundant  harvest,  in  the  skill  and 
experience  acquired  at  this  Hospital  by  those  junior  members 
of  the  medical  profession,  to  whom  may  afterwards  be 
entrusted  the  care  of  their  own  children  when  sick. 

The  Committee  have  no  further  argument  to  urge,  but 
leave  the  facts  which  they  have  mentioned  to  speak  for 
themselves,  observing  only,  in  conclusion,  and  with  the 
greatest  reverence,  that  while  He,  our  great  Exemplar  and 
our  Lord,  left  the  care  of  the  poor  as  our  never  ceasing  duty, 
he  added  a  special  blessing  on  the  smallest  act  of  charity  to 
the  “  Little  Ones.” 


APPENDIX 


Of  Letters  from  different  Members  of  the  Medical  Profession , 
expressive  of  their  opinions 


ON  THE  ADVANTAGES  AND  PBOBABLE  SUCCESS 


OF  A 


iSnsfititl  for  lilt  Cjjilkra. 


The  attention  of  the  Public  is  especially  invited  to  the  following 
Letters  addressed  to  various  members  of  the  Provisional  Committee, 
and  which  express  the  deliberate  opinions  of  those  best  calculated  to 
judge  both  of  the  necessity  for  the  present  undertaking,  and  of  the 
good  likely  to  be  effected  by  its  accomplishment. 


From  P.  M.  Latham,  M.D.,  Physician  Extraordinary  to  the 
Queen ,  and  formerly  Physician  to  St.  Bartholomew1  s 
Hospital. 

36,  Grosvenor  Street, 

Nov.  26,  1849. 

My  dear  Sir, 

They  who  are  most  exercised  in  the  uses  of  knowledge 
can  give  the  truest  account  of  its  defects.  You  report  that 
our  knowledge  is  defective  in  that  department  of  Medicine 
especially  which  respects  the  diseases  of  Children  ;  and 
I  believe  you  are  right.  You  are  right,  also,  I  believe,  in  your 
conviction  of  the  only  means  capable  of  supplying  the  defects ; 
therefore  I  approve,  and  applaud,  your  purpose  of  establish¬ 
ing  a  Hospital  for  Children,  and  I  heartily  wish  it  success. 

Any  class  of  diseases  not  falling  within  the  common  range 
of  professional  education,  and  having  no  ready  opportunities 
provided  for  its  study,  has  a  good  chance  of  being  never 
studied  at  all.  At  all  events,  the  general  mind  of  the  Profes¬ 
sion  is  never  exercised  upon  it ;  and  whatever  is  not  helped 
forward  by  the  interest  of  all,  and  the  labours  of  all,  is  sure 
to  lag  behind. 
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The  first  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  in  England,  was 
established  not  before  the  early  part  of  the  present  century. 
Before  that  time  there  were  Ophthalmic  Surgeons,  but  there 
was  no  Ophthahnic  Surgery.  In  this  country  Ophthalmic 
Surgery  was  literally  created  by  the  first  Ophthalmic  Hospital, 
founded  by  Mr.  Saunders,  in  Charterhouse  Square.  It  has 
advanced  in  proportion  as  Ophthalmic  Hospitals  have  multi¬ 
plied.  Beady  opportunities  have  made  it  the  customary  study 
of  all,  and  the  choice  study  of  some,  and  those  the  best  minds. 
Thus  it  has  obtained  its  literature,  and  its  systematic  teaching, 
and  has  risen  to  a  level  with  the  best  cultivated  and  the  best 
practised  departments  of  our  art. 

How,  I  believe  that  the  acquaintance  of  Medical  men  in 
general  with  Children’s  diseases  is  at  present  about  upon  a 
par  with  the  knowledge  they  had  of  diseases  of  the  Eye  forty 
years  ago,  and  that  public  Hospitals  will  as  surely  supply  the 
defect  in  the  one  case,  as  they  did  in  the  other. 

But,  while  I  rejoice  in  your  proposed  Hospital  as  a  needful 
school  of  professional  instruction,  do  not  think  that  I  lose 
sight  of  it  as  an  institution  of  charity.  The  poor  will  be  the 
first  and  immediate  objects  of  all  the  good  proceeding  from  it. 
And  beyond  and  beside  those  who  shall  obtain  direct  relief, 
I  will  venture  to  add,  that  the  poor,  as  a  class,  will  gain  more 
from  the  establishment  of  a  Hospital  for  Children’s  Diseases 
than  they  would  from  any  general  Hospital.  The  rich  can 
always  obtain  the  professional  advice  of  the  few  who,  from 
rare  and  fortunate  opportunities,  have,  or  are  supposed  to 
have,  a  better  knowledge  of  certain  diseases  ;  but  the  poor 
can  only  then  be  well  treated  when  such  knowledge  has 
become  common,  by  the  opportunities  of  acquiring  it  being 
placed  within  the  easy  reach  of  all. 

Believe  me  always, 

Most  truly  yours, 


P.  M.  LATHAM. 
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From  Thomas  Watsoh,  M.D.,  Consulting  Physician  to 
King's  College  Hospital,  formerly  Physician  to  the 
Middlesex  Hospital. 

Henrietta  Street ,  Cavendish  Square, 

January,  1850. 

My  hear  Sir, 

You  tell  me  that,  in  conjunction  with  some  other 
friends,  you  meditate  an  effort  towards  establishing  a  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children.  I  heartily  applaud  your  purpose.  It  must 
he  successful,  if  the  Public  can  once  be  made  aware  how 
urgently  such  institutions  are  wanted  in  this  country. 

Of  the  diseases  of  Children  some  are  peculiar  to  that  period 
of  life,  and  others,  which  are  common  to  all  periods,  are  singu¬ 
larly  modified  in  them  form  and  symptoms  by  the  early  age, 
and  require  a  corresponding  diversity  of  treatment ;  moreover, 
all  their  diseases  exact  a  closer  study,  and  try  more  the  saga¬ 
city  of  the  physician,  because,  in  investigating  them  he 
obtains  little  or  no  help  from  the  patients  themselves. 

It  is  a  truth  which  ought  to  be  confessed,  that  the  disorders 
of  early  life  are  less  generally  understood  than  those  that  are 
incident  to  maturer  age ;  and  it  is  a  truth  which  still  more 
deserves  publicity,  that  this  imperfection  of  our  knowledge  is 
mainly  owing  to  our  want  of  Hospitals  dedicated  especially  to 
the  reception  of  Sick  Children. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  is  shewn  by  the  astonishing 
ratio  of  mortality  among  Children ;  and  it  would  be  still  more 
striking  if  we  could  adequately  appreciate  the  amount  of 
infirmity  and  distress  produced  by  diseases  which,  capable  in 
themselves  of  cure,  have  been  permitted,  through  neglect  or 
ignorance,  to  run  their  course  unchecked.  Thus  limbs  are 
crippled,  parts  more  or  less  vital  are  permanently  damaged, 
and  too  often  what  remains  of  life  is  passed  in  hopeless  suffer¬ 
ing,  helplessness,  and  discontent. 

Language  could  scarcely  exaggerate  the  blessings  conferred 
upon  Children  who  escape  these  calamitous  effects  of  disease, 


through  careful  ancl  judicious  watching  in  the  wards  of  a 
Hospital.  This  alone  would  suffice  to  enlist  our  most  active 
charities  in  the  endeavor  to  provide  such  places  of  refuge. 
How  much  more,  then,  should  our  zeal  he  quickened  by  the 
consideration  that  their  establishment  would  lead  sponta¬ 
neously,  and  inevitably,  to  the  extension  of  the  very  same 
kind  of  benefit  to  thousands  of  Children  who  will  never  come 
within  or  near  their  walls. 

In  Hospitals  of  whatever  kind  the  direct  good  done  to  the 
indigent  Sick  themselves,  though  vast  and  palpable,  is  in 
reality  of  trifling  amount  when  compared  with  the  indirect 
advantages  derived  to  Society— to  the  whole  human  race — 
through  the  instruction  which  is  furnished  by  these  institu¬ 
tions  to  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  who  administer,  and  the 
Students  who  frequent  them.  They  are,  in  fact,  the  only 
schools  in  which  the  healing  art  can  be  thoroughly  and  safely 
learned,  or  the  science  of  Medicine  advanced. 

Most  of  the  supporters  of  our  Hospitals  entertain,  I  believe, 
the  opinion,  that,  in  subscribing  money  to  their  funds,  they 
are  performing  an  act  of  pure  charity,  in  one  of  its  most 
effectual  and  least  objectionable  forms  ;  but,  in  truth,  every 
member  of  society  owes  them  a  great  debt ,  for  the  skill  and 
knowledge  which  they  enable  him  to  invoke  in  the  hour  of  his 
own  pain  or  peril,  and  to  which  he  is  glad  to  entrust  the  life 
and  health  of  those  most  dear  to  him.  If  this  truth  could  be 
fairly  exhibited,  there  would  scarcely  be  a  mother  in  the  land 
who  would  not  desire  to  contribute  something  to  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  a  charity  which  might  hereafter,  even  in  this  world, 
so  richly  repay  her. 

It  is  in  this  view  of  the  matter,  even  more  than  for  the 
immediate  good  to  be  achieved  for  the  objects  of  the  Hospital 
themselves,  that  I  earnestly  trust  your  benevolent  project 
will  prosper. 

I  am,  yours  sincerely, 

THOS.  WATSON. 
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From  George  Burrows,  M.D.,  F.li.S.,  Physician  to 
St.  Bartholomew'' s  Hospital. 

45,  Queen  Anne  Street,  Cavendish  Sq.,  Dec.  4,  1849. 

GEjSTTLEMEJST, 

The  proposal  to  establish  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
London,  a  Hospital  for  the  reception  of  Sick  Children,  is  a 
measure  so  fraught  with  prospective  benefits  to  every  class 
of  the  community,  that  I  cannot  but  regard  it  with  deep  in¬ 
terest  and  solicitude. 

It  must  he  obvious  to  all  who  are  familiar  with  the  ordinary 
abodes  of  the  poor  in  this  Metropolis,  that  the  removal  of  a 
child  suffering  under  some  severe  and  protracted  disease,  from 
a  crowded  noisy  dwelling-room  to  a  well  appointed  Hospital, 
will  not  only  offer  better  chances  of  recovery  to  the  child,  but 
will  confer  a  great  boon  upon  parents  who  must  earn  their 
daily  bread  by  bodily  labour. 

But  the  timely  removal  of  a  child  labouring  under  some 
infections  febrile  disorder,  as  Scarlatina  or  Measles,  from  such 
a  home  in  a  crowded  house,  may  be  the  means  of  arresting  far 
more  widely-spread  suffering  and  affliction.  It  may  be  the 
means  of  stopping  the  spreading  of  the  disease  in  that  family, 
or  household,  or  locality.  Hence  the  fearful  mortality  among 
the  children  of  all  classes  of  the  community,  which  now  occurs 
when  such  disorders  prevail  as  epidemics,  might  be  most 
sensibly  diminished. 

The  establishment  of  a  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  may, 
however,  diffuse  important  benefits  throughout  the  community 
at  all  times.  Our  public  Hospitals  (as  at  present  constituted) 
allow  of  the  reception  of  very  few  children  mto  their  wards, 
and  hence  the  opportunities  enjoyed  by  Medical  Students  for 
the  observation  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  diseases  of  childhood 
are  very  limited.  This  defect  in  medical  education  has  long 
been  felt,  so  that  many  others,  besides  myself,  anxious  for  a 
wider  field  of  study,  have  at  various  times  resorted  to  Paris, 


14 


Vienna,  and  other  continental  capitals,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  attendance  in  their  Hospitals  devoted  to  children. 

A  well  arranged  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  Metropolis  would  enable  the  younger  and  rising 
members  of  the  profession  to  acquire,  in  a  comparatively  short 
period,  a  practical  knowledge  of  this  branch  of  medicine, 
which  would  enable  them  to  alleviate  the  sufferings,  and  to 
save  the  lives  of  many  children  in  the  families  of  both  rich  and 
poor  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 

For  the  reasons  which  I  have  so  imperfectly  stated  above, 
I  consider  the  proposed  Institution  as  one  most  deserving  of 
the  liberal  support  of  the  benevolent,  the  patriotic,  and  of 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  progress  of  medical  science. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Tour’s  very  faithfully, 

GEOEGE  BITEBOWS. 


From  C.  Locock:,  M.D.,  Physician  Accoucheur  to  the  Queen. 

Hertford  Street,  May  Fair,  Jan.  23,  1850. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  read  your  prospectus  of  the  proposed  Hospital 
for  Young  Children,  and  cordially  approve  of  the  plan,  if  the 
public  will  be  sufficiently  liberal  to  carry  it  into  effect.  It  is 
a  decided  want  in  this  metropolis,  and  its  institution  would 
not  only  be  the  means  of  remedying  a  very  large  amount  of 
human  misery,  and  of  saving  many  lives,  but  would  be  a  most 
valuable  field  for  medical  observation,  and  of  improving  the 
treatment  of  the  Diseases  of  Infancy  and  early  Childhood.  I 
regret  that  my  other  avocations  prevent  my  taking  any  official 
part  in  the  management  of  such  an  establishment,  but  you 
have  my  best  wishes  for  its  success,  and  shall  have  any  in¬ 
fluence  I  can  obtain  for  you. 

Your  faithful  servant, 

C.  LOCOCK. 
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From  Robert  Ferguson,  M.D.,  Physician  Accoucheur 

to  the  Queen. 

125,  Park  Street,  Grosvenor  Square. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  am  so  thoroughly  conyinced  of  the  great  utility  of 
your  proposed  scheme  of  a  Hospital  for  Children,  that  I  shall 
he  happy  to  co-operate  with  you  in  its  establishment  in  any 
way  which  you  may  deem  most  likely  to  benefit  the  Institution. 


Faithfully,  your’s, 

ROBERT  FERGTTSON. 


From  John  Forbes,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Physician  to  the  Queen's 

Household. 

13,  Old  Burlington  Street ,  December  4,  1849- 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Every  one  who  has  been  accustomed  to  look  on  the 
necessities  of  the  Sick  Poor,  and  who  is  aware  how  their  claims 
on  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  the  Rich,  have  been  met  in  this 
country  by  the  establishment  of  Hospitals,  Asylums,  and 
Dispensaries  for  almost  every  class  of  patients,  cannot  but  feel 
surprise  that  there  has  not  yet  been  instituted  in  any  part  of 
the  Hnited  Kingdom,  a  single  Hospital  for  the  reception  of 
Diseased  Children.  The  present  attempt  to  supply  so  glaring 
a  deficiency  in  the  list  of  our  Medical  Charities,  is  one  calcu¬ 
lated  to  supply  what  has  long  been  an  object  of  desire  with  all 
who  have  reflected  on  the  subject,  and  cannot  fail,  I  think,  to 
meet  with  general  approval  and  encouragement.  On  the 
ground  of  the  new  Hospital  affording  immediate  succour  to 
a  large  class  of  most  interesting  sufferers,  excluded  by  their 
very  helplessness  from  other  hospitals,  the  benevolent  hi 
general  will  be  induced  to  support  it,  without  seeking  for 
other  reasons.  Those  persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of  taking 
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wider  views,  will  not  fail  to  find  this  additional  advantage  in 
the  intended  Institution,  that  it  is  calculated  to  benefit  the 
community  at  large,  by  furnishing  means  for  the  plentiful 
supply  of  an  article  which  is  as  much  prized  by  the  rich  as  the 
poor, — I  mean  improved  medical  knowledge. 

It  will,  I  thmk,  be  admitted  by  most  medical  men,  that 
owing  to  the  want  of  proper  schools  for  studying  and  teaching 
the  diseases  of  children,  in  this  country,  the  knowledge  of  this 
class  of  affections  is  less  advanced  among  the  members  of  the 
profession  generally,  than  is  that  of  the  diseases  of  adults. 
If  this  be  so,  the  public  must  be  proportionate  sufferers. 
It  would,  therefore,  seem  but  reasonable  that  the  public,  from 
merely  selfish  motives,  should  countenance  a  measure  like  the 
present,  which  tends  almost  as  much  to  their  own  advantage 
as  to  that  of  the  poor. 

But  be  this  as  it  may,  no  one,  I  think,  can  contest  the 
general  principle  that  the  establishment  of  a  Children’s  Hos¬ 
pital  in  London,  while  proving  an  inestimable  boon  to  the 
sufferers  themselves  and  their  distressed  parents,  must  also 
tend  greatly  to  the  advancement  of  medical  knowledge  in  the 
important  department  of  Infantile  Diseases. 

In  making  these  latter  remarks,  I  assume,  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Bounders  of  the  new  Hospital  to  admit  pupils 
to  its  wards,  and  to  institute  Clinical  Lectures  for  their 
instruction ;  without  both  of  which  provisions,  I,  for  one, 
should  consider  that  the  charity  only  fulfilled  half  its  duties,  by 
withholding  half*  of  the  advantages  it  is  calculated  to  bestow. 

I  am,  faithfully  yours, 

JOHN  BOBBES. 


DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

up  to  March  13th,,  1850. 


Donations. 

£  s*  d • 

Adams, 'J.,  Esq .  . ... 

Anderson,  Duncan,  Esq . 50  0 

Arbuthnot,  Archibald,  Esq .  10  10  0 

Baillie,  W.  H.,  Esq . 10  10  0 

Barber,  Lady  Millicent .  1010  0 

Bathurst,  H.  A.,  Esq . 10  10  0 

Bevan,  C.  J.,  Esq .  50  0  0 

Bevan,  Robert,  Esq .  50  0  0 

Bicknell,  Mrs . 

Bi’oadwood,  H.  F.,  Esq.  .  100  0  0 

Burrows,  Dr . 31  10  0 

Burrows,  C.,  Esq .  .... 

Byron,  Right  Honorable  Lady . 21  0  0 

Coutts,  Miss  Burdett  .  50  0  0 

Currie,  E.  C.,  Esq . 

Dickinson,  F.  H.,  Esq, .  . 

Dix,  Mrs . 31  10  0 

Edgar,  Mrs . .... 

Futvoye,  Mrs.  E . 


Boys  of  the  Sunday  School  belonging  to  the  Episcopal 
Chapel,  Gray’s-Inn  Lane,  per  Rev.  H.  Garbett  . . 


Gwatkin,  F.,  Esq .  20  0  0 

Gwatkin,  Mrs.  F .  .... 

Hoare,  Joseph,  Esq .  . 

Holland,  Captain,  R.  N, .  . .  31  10  0 

Hope,  A.  J.  Beresford,  Esq.,  M.  P .  50  0  0 

Jones,  Lady  Millicent .  25  0  0 

Jones,  Dr.  H.  Bence .  25  0  0 

Labouchere,  J.  Esq .  50  0  0 

Labouchere,  Mrs.  J . 

Lady,  per  Dr.  Greenhill .  2  2  0 

Loyd,  Lewis,  Esq . 31  10  0 

M.  P.  M .  10  0 

Milligan,  R.  Esq . 5  5  0 

Overstone,  Right  Honorable  Lady  .  31  10  0 

P.  J  B  0  0  0 

Palmer,  Wm.,  Esq .  550 

Pryor,  Robert,  Esq .  50  0  0 

Sparrow,  Lady  Olivia  .  50  0  0 

Tebbs,  H.  B.,  Esq . 5  5  0 

West,  Dr .  10  10  0 

Wigram,  Ed.,  Esq .  50  0  0 


Subscriptions. 
£  s.  d. 

1  0  0 

3  3  ,0 

1  1  0 

3  3  0 

3  3  0 

1  1  0 


3  3  0 
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